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Y.V. Chaplak, H.V. Chuyko. Victimization as a socio-psychological problem
of the present. Nowadays person easily and mostly unexpectedly can become the
victim of everything and anybody. However, if a person constantly feels like a victim
and often becomes so real, we can talk about the victimization of the individual.

The victimization of individual is the underlying concept of victimology – a
complex (and largely by socio-psychological) theory about individuals in crisis,
and funds victim assistance. The central concept of victimology is the victim. In a
broad modern understanding of the term "victim" means not exclusively victims of
crimes, but any person, who has the sufferings; it is the person, who has lost
meaningful values as a result of the influence of another person, group of people,
certain events and circumstances. It is naturally to distinguish two types of "victims":
real and fake. The real victim is the victim objectively, fake sacrifice is not a really
victim, but he is able to seem so to others, is actually a skilled manipulator.

Common classification of victims of crimes is missing, however, the most
widespread is classification by D.V. Rivman, who, on the basis of situational oriented
roles, allocates aggressive (trying to harm others), active (in promoting harm), proactive
(harm through the nature of their behaviour), passive (not opposing the criminal),
non-critical (reckless) and neutral (doesn't contribute to the offender) victims.

It is revealed, that victimization is a tendency of the individual (due to the
specific combination of complex disposition's and situational components) to become
a victim of circumstances or persons, when the situation is conducive to this, although
it is possible to avoid it. Even the average level of victimization is accompanied by
loss of hardiness, feeling himself "out of life"; there is no desire to risk for the sake of
development, trust in a just world system and favour of the world; the person is
unable adequately to overcome the stress even using of coping strategies, is not
sufficiently adapted, with negative self-esteem and pessimistic worldview.

Key words: victimology, victimization, victim, type of victimization,
hardiness, coping-strategy, life satisfaction, sense of security.
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