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Gulko Yu.A. Child experimentation as a preschooler’s mental activity indicator. 
Child experimentation along with a playing is a leading preschooler’s activity. Mentioning 
educational and developmental functions of child experimentation (as in the form of 
independent research activity, both in the form of research activity, organized by the 
teachers), it is necessary to concentrate a scientific interest on its diagnostic abilities as 
well. Child experimentation is a such kind of creative research activity, in which two sides of 
integral understanding proses vividly displays: creation of new knowledge and creation of 
new actions and operations (as in the object- practical, both in the mental aspect). 
Observation of preschooler’s activity gives a reason to say, that experimentation goes 
through every child activity and namely due to experimentation component adding 
complication and development of activity proceeds. For study of mental activity features we 
offered pre-schoolers to experiment with the set of different objects. The observations of 
children’s activity in the process of diagnostic task realization gave as an opportunity to find 
out, that mental activity in the process of experimentation is characterized by such 
indicators: choice, character of activity’s complication, child’s general mental orientation. 
Choice is estimated by the quantity of the objects, included by a child to the activity from 
among offered by the instruction. Character of complication is defined by new and original 
relations child connect the operated objects; if the activity proceeds with the project; if there 
is a project transformation and if the project transformation cause transitions from one kind 
of activity to another in scope of the solving task; if the creation and understanding of new 
information occurs due to the transfer of one kind of activity to another; if a child returns to 
the kind of activity which he started with and if he includes new knowledge, results of 
understanding in it. Child’s general mental orientation is defined by the mental actions on 
finding of analogues or combination variants, preferred by a child.

Key words: child experimentation, choice, activity complication, general mental 
orientation.


